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not be verified, and for that very reason, M. H.
Poincare good-naturedly asserts, is irrefutable.
For the great scientists are the last men to be dis-
turbed by the chances which befall their beloved
science. They abandoned long ago the scholastic
conception of the laws of nature. These laws no
longer represent eternal and changeless harmonies.
They express the steadfast relations which unite
the two phenomena: that of the present and that
of the future. The goal of science, of its laws and
of its principles, is to foresee. But when these pre-
visions prove baseless, she easily consoles herself;
for neither she nor her laws claim to be infallible.
What are the geometrical laws wliose essence
seems eternal? Laws of agreement. The me-
chanical principles, those fundamental bases of
our philosophy of nature, possess no more value
than the geometrical postulates. Probability
forms a portion of all the physical sciences, as
agreement forms the basis of the mathematical
laws.

XVIII. It requires a special mentality to give
ourselves up to recriminations or fits of despair
because Nature refuses to bend to our laws, the
laws in which we desire to chain her. When ex-
perience deals a blow to one of the laws thus
conceived, we modify, complete, or abandon the